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THE CIRCULAR, 


Is published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur- 


days, at 43 Willow Place, near the South Ferry 
(Atlantic-st.) 


The topics which have heretofore chiefly occu- 
pied its columns, and which will still be the main 
elements of its most serious discussions, are com- 
prised in the following schedule of doctrines and 


measures : 


SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 


of the Gospel. 


«¢ Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall save 


his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 


A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 


of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 
and the apostolic age. 
‘ Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the invisible ‘ Mansions’ by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 
«Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on rarru 

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 

COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
‘* All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”—Jesus 

Christ. 

DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 
‘¢ He will swallow up Dearn in Victory.” Isaiah. 


SUMMARY THEOCRATIC PLATFORM. 


Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

(Qo-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 








While these are the main topics of The Circu- 
lar, it nevertheless is not a Religious or Social- 
ist paper merely, i. e. to the exclusion of other 
matter, but aims to embrace in its scope whatever is 
progressive and inspiring in Science, Literature, 
Art, and the News of the world, interpreting events 
from a spiritual point of view, and in their relations 
to the great Providentiai movement of the times. 

The Circular employs in its preparation no hire- 
ling service, but is edited and printed by the family 
of the Brooklyn Commune, and is offered to those 
who desire it, (as the gospel is,) 

WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE, 
trusting its support to the cause it advocates, and 
the voluntary contributions of its readers. With the 
prospect of growing to a Daily isswe, it seeks the 
full cooperation, literary and editorial, as well as 
pecuniary, of all who sympathize with its objects. 

=~ Those who prefer to pay a definite price for 
the paper, instead of receiving it asa free gift, may 
send $3,00 for the yearly volume, 

Address “The Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR, 
Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 


Experience; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General] Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c. &c. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
Teceiving. Let it be a Community Parer—an organ 
of the true-hearted every where—growing up in 


Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 


PUBLICATIONS 
FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


> 


{The Publishers offer Books and Pamphlets ror 
Circular as & FREE GIFT.) 


titled— 
BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 

Printed and published at the office of The 

Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Extract from the Introduction to Bible Communism. 

** The head-waiters of the Brooklyn Commune and 
purveyors of The Circular, being under a pledge of 
some two years’ standing t) issue the Fourth An- 
nual Report of the Oneida Association, which pledge 
they have not hitherto had time and means to fulfill, 
and being subject, in their official position, to many 
calls for the First Report of that Institution, which 
they cannot answer, (the original edition having 
been long ago exhausted,) propose in this work to 
combine the substance of the three past Reports, 
with such other matter from The Circular as will 
be necessary to make it asummary substitute for all 
the Annual Reports; and so acquit themselves of 
further obligation in the premises.” 

Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 
Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 


bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 


Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General conii- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarvrer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarprer II, Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer IJ. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer IV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored, 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceeding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

Cuarrer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART IUL.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 
ConstiruTionaL Curis- 
Pauw’s Views 


Criticism OF CHRISTENDOM. 
Tue Bisre on Marriage. 


TIANITY. 
or Marriage. Law or AbuULrery. 
APPENDIX TO PART DI.—Cottoquy on Mar- 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 


The Berean; A Manual for the help of 

those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.—— 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 
The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition 6f Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. All 
who wish to understand Biste Commynism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of suecess—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


The Circular ; Jomplete Files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 

The Perfectionist; (Bound;) Vols. 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tne Wirvyess, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 


ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 ets. 
Price 12 1-2 cts. 


8a” The above Publications may be sent by mail to any part 


OnerpAa ASSOCIATION. 


saLE, that they may have the means of offering The 


Bay Just published, a Book for Students of theHigher Law, en- 


them with satisfaction and success. 


the convenience of the agency-system, and the nat- 
ural growth of the business in our hands, we might 
mention one or two instances. 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
at 

Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N.¥. | Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, vt Cambridge, Vt. 


MNAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS 


Oneida, N. Y. 


Business Cards of the Communities. 
HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HANI 


Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 


Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 


Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 


Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneart Fiour, in 
sacks—Inpian Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds ; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 

Of various sizes and descriptions. 
Ja? Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 
I" The PRINTING OFFICE of the Commu- 


nity is in condition to receive orders for ordinary 
kinds of Job Printing. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 
Tueir Mint has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 
BAKER & HALL, Millers. 





[Community Machine-Shop. 


WILLIAM R. INSLEE & €6,, 
MACHINISTS, 


Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 











W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &c. &c. ; and are prepared to execute orders for ma- 
chinery generally. 


WM. R. INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Central Business Agency 


The above associated Communities being situated 
widely apart, and having each a somewhat distinct 
circle of wants and productions, have required for 
their own convenience a central agency for buying, 
selling, and exchange; and accordingly such a func- 
tion has naturally attached itself to the Brooklyn 
establishment. Mr. George Cragin has been com- 
missioned with all the city business of the several 
Associations for some years, and we have found in 
this arrangement one of the utilities of Communism, 
inasmuch as he is able to do with little trouble for 
hundreds of persons in combination, what would in- 
volve a large cost of time, trouble and money, if the 
same business were to be discharged for them sepa- 
rately, and much more if every man should under- 
take a journey to the city to do it for himself. 

As our system of Community agency has become 
krown, other friends besides those in the Associa- 
tions have appreciated its advantages, and solicited 
from time to time its services in business transac- 
tions in the city requiring a trusty personal over- 
sight. Finding it not incompatible with his other 
engagements, Mr. Cragin has uniformly attended 
to these informal commissions, and has discharged 
As specimens of 


Our friend, H. N. 
Leer, a well-known merchant in Oneida Co., by ar- 
rangement with Mr. Cragin a year since, has been 
able to order goods at any time, and to have them 
purchased and dispatched under Mr C.’s personal 
supervision, thereby saving himself the trouble and 


for sale, the following productions of their 


PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 

PLUMS, Choice varieties. 
PEACHES, 


&e., &C. 


Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 





The several bills of goods thus purchased and for- 
warded, have been reported satisfactory. Mr. Cra- 
gin’s former connection with the mercantile trade in 
the city, is worthy of mention in connection with 
the advantages of this branch of the agency. An- 
other instance: A friend in Maine, whose acquaint- 
ance with us was wholly through the Circular, sent 
on several months since a package of Land-warrants, 
soliciting our services in selling them, Having suc- 
) | ceeded to his satisfaction, Mr. Cragin has since re- 
; ceived several commissions from him and others in 
the same line. 








These and other instances, occurring unsought and 
unexpected, have suggested the idea of making this 
Central Agency a more extensive and regular busi- 
ness; and accordingly Mr. Cragin now offers his 
services to all friends who may have business which 
they are willing to intrust to him, in New York, 
Brooklyn, Williamsburgh, Jersey City, and Newark. 
He will serve those who wish fora trusty agent, at 
such rates of commission as they shall. deem reasona- 
ble. Address—‘* Georex Cra@in, Box No. 6, Brook- 
ivan, BY.” 


oe Set tao 


Infants’ Rights Convention.. 


—A large and spirited meeting of infants was 
recently held in Nurserydom, at which they 
asserted their rights, and called for an immedi- 
ate redress of the wrongs which have been in- 
flicted upon them. 

‘* Whereas, we have been brovght into exist- 
ence without being consulted at all in regard 
to our feelings and wishes, thus laying the 
immediate authors of our existence under 
the strongest obligation to see that our rights 
are protected and our wants supplied: there- 
fore— 

“* Resolved, That we claim the right:to draw 

our nourishment from that fountain which na- 
ture has provided for our sustenance, and which 
is universally admitted to be the only source 
from which we can derive materials for a vig- 
orous growth ; and that the too common prac- 
tice of cutting off our supplies from this source, 
to avoid the necessity of attendance to our 
wants, is inhuman, and unworthy of a christian 
mother. 
“* Resolved, That we do earnestly protest 
against the partiality sometimes exhibited by 
our mothers in nursing lap dogs, and making 
parlor companions of them, asthough they 
were their real offspring instead of ourselves, 
while we are turned out to Bridget. 
“Resolved, That we claim as our right a 
place in the parental bed and. deem it a very 
poor excuse for tucking us away, with the nurse, 
that our mother comes from parties late at 
night, and does not wish to be broken of her 
rest. 

‘“* Resolved, That we are opposed to taking 

medicine, when it would seldom be required if 

we were properly taken care of by our mothers, 
and especially do we raise our voices against 
the practice of many uurses, who secretly keep 

a bottle of paregoric, or Godfrey’s cordial, and 

force down our throats a dose in the evening, 

so that we may not disturb them in the night. 

** Resolved, That in consequence of’ these 

and other abuses to which we are subjected, most 

of us become sickly, and about half of our num- 
ber die before we are old enough to take care 
of ourselves. 

** Resolved, That our ery shall be ‘war, war,’ 

and not ‘ peace, peace,’ until our wrongs are 

redressed and our rights restored to us. 

“* Voted that the proceedings of this Conven- 

tion be published in all the papers, from Maine 

to Texas.”"—Odd Fellow. 











Money Mania. 
We are very apt to congratulate ourselves 
upon living in these days of common sense, 
when the rule of reason has set all such hal- 
lucinations as those of John of Leyden and the 
Anabaptists aside. Let us not be too sure of our 
exemption; we may have a madness of our own, 
even inthe absorbing passion with which our 
shrewd schemers pursue what to them is the one 
thing needful, and we doubt very much if one of 
our keenest money kings could, when tried by the 
standard of true wisdom, make out a clearer proof 
of sanity than any of the mystical dreamers of the 
old days of superstition. He, certainly, who is 
so busy with getting a living as never to have 
time to live, whose imagination is haunted with 
visions of gold and merchandise which exist mere- 
ly in his fancy, whose soul is shut out from the 


great realities that sages have loved, has little 
right to make merry at his fellow-madmen who 
have made the noble mistake of losing sight of 
things present in their dreams of the worlds un- 
seen. 





expense of too frequent journeys, and the loss of 








power and edification, with their growth in God. 


of the country, or may be obtained by application at any of the 
Communes. 





time which they would require from his business.— 





Wall-street type of worldly wisdom, who lives 


If we could catch a good specimen of the 
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among fancies of the financial kind, and have his 
claims to sanity tried before Rhadamanthus in 
comparison with one of the old monks who en- 
tertained angels or exorcised devils, we should be 
little disposed to bet on the Wall-street side.— 
Surely we have our own madness, and Mammon 
is the god who gives the afflatus to the new div- 
ination. We have not scen the end of it yet, 
nor can any man tell how far the hallucination 
of the dominant materialism may go until the re- 
action begins, and perhaps some new age of en- 
thusiasm leads off the future of our race.—Put- 
nams Monthly. 
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Sober Scenes at a Merry Time. 

The old year made its exit with a shade of 
gloom on its countenance. In the midst of the 
holidays, and customary rejoicing, the horizon was 
darkened by a succession of calamities, such as have 
not before occurred for a long interval. The first 
in the series was the burning of Harpers’ great 
printing establishment, .and the destruction of a 
million and a half-of property. Following im- 
mediately in the wake of this, was the loss of the 
Great Republic, and the annihilation of all the 
hope, pride, and expectation which was fixed upon 
her. These two losses may be said to have 
bruised the very heads of American Literature and 
Navigation. Next we hear from Turkey of the 
slaughter of 5000 men at a blow—a carnage un- 
surpassed by any similar event in recent warfare ; 
and while our minds are yet under the saddened 
impression caused by the sacrifice of so many 
human beings beyond the sea, a terrific storm 
arises on our Own coast, and lines our eastern 
shore with wrecks. Over one hundred vessels 
and several hundred lives were lost in the late 
tempest. Rather mournful music for the Holi- 
days! 





More about the Burnt Ship. 

The wreck of the Great Republig:s now raised 
some distance above water, and workmen are en- 
gaged in getting out the cango. The vessel was 
raised by first passing a large canvass under the 
bottom, to prevent water from entering the hole 
by which it was scuttled. Then the suction-pipe 
from a steam-pump was inserted in that part of 
the ship which. was above water, and the lower 
part gradually emptied—the deck being so tight 
as to exclude the water from above. The vessel 
being thus lightened slowly rose to the surface: 
One steam-pump was at work yesterday, near the 
bow, and three. more were getting ready towards 
the stern, and are probably in operation at'this 
time. The sides and hull are badly burnt; and 
though it is reported that the Underwriters in- 
tend rebuilding her, many doubts are entertained 
as to its practicability. The cargo is much dam- 
aged, and it is supposed that but a small portion 
will be of any value. Several casks of resin, and 
considerable cotton are unburnt; but the grain 
and flour which constitute the bulk of the cargo, 
are, so far as we could learn, mostly spoilt by the 
salt water. he workmen have penetrated as far 
as the second deck, but have not yet opened the 
hold. 


The Erie Troubles. 


It is good to hear both sides in a case of quar- 
vel. So we give.below Gov. Bigler’s view of the 
Erie disturbances,.and a sensible letter (so it 
seems tous) from our correspondent J. R. M., 
showing that more than mere ‘pies and cakes’ is 
at stake in the contest of Erie with Buffalo, and 
that the ‘pie and cake’ motive is as active on one 
side as on the other. 

EXTRACT FROM GOV. BIGLER’S MESSAGE. 

“ Recent occurrences at the ity of Krie 
evince an intensity of feeling among the people, 
seldom equalled on a question of this kind, in- 
dicating not only the propriety, but necessity, 
for prompt and decisive iegislative action as to 
the rights of this company. 

It must be clear to’ihe impartial observer, 
that ¢he Legislature never intended, by any 
previous act, to authorize the construction of a 
railroad between the City of Erie and the Ohio 
line. Indeed, the highest judicial tribunal in 
the State has expressed the opinion that no 
such authority cau be found in the charter of 
the Franklin Canal Company; and, in my opin- 
ion, the grant should herea*ter be made on 
such cuaiibione only, as will protect and ad- 
yance the interests of the people of Pennsyl- 
wania, so far as they may be involved in the 
subject. It so happens that Pennsylvania 





holds the key to this inportant.link gf connec- 
tion between the Hast and4je-West, and I 
most unhesitatingly say, that where no princi- 
ple of amity or commerce is to be violated, it 





is the right and the duty of the State to turn 
her natural advantages to the promotion of 
the views and welfare of her own people. 

“Tt may be said that a restriction that would 
require a break of railroad guage at the har- 
bor of Erie, would be the use of an illiberal 
principle. The answer is, that the necessity 
for a break of guage between the Ohio line 
and the seaboard exists, as a consequence of a 
difference in the width of the New-York and 
Ohio Roads. The only question to settle, 
therefore, relates to the point at which it should 
occur. I have been able to discover no reasons 
founded in public poticy, why the break should 
be fixed at Buffalo, that do not apply with 
equal force in favor of Erie. Tunnage and 
passengers can be as well transhipped at the 
latter, as at the former city. 

* So far as concerns the benefits to either city, 
incideut to a transhipment, the idea is unwor- 
thy of notice. But the effects of a break of 
gauge, and consequent transhipment east of 
Krie, upon the business of that harbor, must be 
paralyzing, if not fatal. It would virtually re- 
quire shipments to be made either at Cleave- 
land or Buffalo. Scarcely less embarrassing 
would this arrangement be upon the interests 
of the Sunbury and Erie Road, or any other 
avenue that may hereafter connect the lakes 
with the City of Philadelphia. 

“It may be that neighboring States, possessing 
similar natural advantages, would give them 
away for our benefit, but [ have not been able 
to discover any fact in their former policy, to 
justify such. a. conclusion. I shall await your 
action with anxiety.” 

LETTER FROM J. R. MILLER. 
Oneida, Jan. 3, 1854. 

—I liked the spirit of the article in the last 
Circular about: the Railroad difficulty at Erie, 
which seems to be assuming a pretty serious 
character. Having passed twice over that road 
within a few months, I may perhaps be able to 
state a few facts which are not familiar to all. 

The distance from Buffalo to Cleayeland, Ohio, 
is 183 miles. Erie is situated nearly half-way 
between these two important points, being 88 
miles from Buffalo and 95 from Cleayeland. It is 
the most important town on the whole route, and 
would seem the natural stopping-place, if any.— 
You will see by glancing at the map, that this 
‘Lake-shore Road” which connects the State of 
New York with the ‘Southern Michigan Road,’ 
Chicago,.and.the far west, passes through a corner 
of the State of Pennsylvania. In that small por- 
tion is the city of Erie situated, on the south 
shore of Lake Erie. 

The first 69 miles of this road, from Buffalo to 
the State line, is the narrow track. The next 19 
miles, from the State line to Erie, is the wide 
gauge, and from there to Cleaveland is the nar- 
row track again, which makes it necessary to 
change the whole train twice in 19 miles. This 
causes some half-an-hour’s delay to each train at 
Erie, to the great annoyance of the traveling pub- 
lic, and no doubt to the advantage of the city of 
Erie. This arrangement would make it necessary 
to keep an engine and train of cars at Erie, to be 
in readiness to leave on the arrival of each train. 
This would require car-houses, a machine-shop, 
and other buildings, and it would necessarily give 
employment to a large number of men. This 
would do much in giving lfe and enterprise to 
such a townas Erie ; when if the cars passed, only 
stopping to drop passengers, it would have a con- 
trary effect. This makes Erie a kind of terminus 
to this important route, and is really a more seri- 
ous matter than we are apt tc realize at first 
thought. The newspapers ridicule it as a mere 
matter of pies and cakes, and show up the inhab- 
itants of Erie in quite an unfavorable light. Now 
if by pies and cakes they mean it is a question of 
doilavs and cents, and that the peopie of Erie are 
seeking their own selfish interests, however true 
it may be, and however much it may deserve 
criticism, I would ask if this is not what the 
whole world are seeking after ? 

I don’t believe in mobbing, and I say with you. 
‘The Erie_people were undoubtedly wrong in that 
matter,’ but. then I don’t see such a great differ- 
enee between their taking up arms against a Rail- 
road Co. who are,trampling on their rights, and 
one nation taking up arms against another for the 
same thing—as for instance, Turkey and Russia. 

I think this subject is presented in a false light. 
The people of Erie are made to appear ridiculous 
in making such an ado about their pies and cakes, 
while the motive which actuates the Railroad Co. 
is made to appear an honorable one—looking out 
for the public interest. Now the way it appears 
to me is this: The Railroad Company were per- 


‘fectly willing that the people of Erie should sell 


their pies and cakes, and that all passengers should 





be compelled to stop there half an hour whether 


Se 























they wanted any pies and cakes or wot, so long as 
they were sure of having the privilege of carry- 
ing them there at their own price. But the open- 
ing of the road from Niagara Falls, through Can- 
ada, connecting with the Central Michigan Road 
at Detroit, makes a new and more direct chance 
of communication with the west. The competi- 
tion makes the Lake Shore Co. feel that their in- 
terests are likely to suffer—that they must look 
out that their pies and cakes are eaten; and to 
make them palatable they need more spice. The 
whole question, on both sides, it seems to me, is 
one of pies and cakes, after all. 

The only remedy for this and a thousand simi- 
lar evils of greater or less magnitude, which are 
constantly liable to come up, is Communism—the 
abolishing of all private interests. There is no 
use in puttering—patching up the old garments of 
society with new cloth. Nothing short of a new 
garment throughout, and that a ‘robe of right- 
eousness,’ will ever thoroughly cure the difficulty: 

Yours sincerely, J. R. Mivuer. 

P. S. The Lake-shore Road passes through a 
portion of New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.— 
By the proposed arrangement they would stop 
the revenue which they have always paid to Penn- 
sylvania. Hence the interest taken in the matter 
by Gov. Bigler. 


Roman Catholic Difficulties. 


We sometimes hear expressions of anxiety 
from a class of sensitive Protestants, in view of 
what they consider the alarming prevalence of 
the Catholic element in this country. On the 
other hand, we have heard it very sensibly argued 
that in coming into this country, Popery is getting 
itself into atrap, and that the Protestants’ true 
policy is not to scare it away. In the atmosphere 
of freedom, which this country affords,as compared 
with that of the old world, the two principalities 
have an opportunity to test their respective, 
strength, and the one that is strongest is sure to 
prevail. Moreover this country is constantly re- 
ceiving from the old world, a Protestant popu- 
lation, particularly from Germany, who retaina 
most cordial grudge against their old oppressor in 
their new home. This has latterly been illustrat- 
ed by the riotous demonstrations of the Germans 
at the west, against M. Bedini, the Pope’s Nuncio 
At Pittsburgh he was threatened with prosecu- 
tion by the mayor on the ground of violating the 
laws against Sabbath-breaking, if he persisted in 
his purpose of having a procession with music 
and banners on that day. At Cincinnati a body of 
about five hundred Germans belonging to what is 
called the ‘ Society of Freemen,’ haying organized, 
marched to the temporary residence of the Nun- 
cio, with the supposed intention of doing him 
personal violence. The moyement was, however, 
quelled by the police, but not without some dif- 
ficulty in which many of the Germans were ar- 
rested, and some shots were fired. This animosity 
against the Nuncio is said to be the consequence 
of his betrayal of the cause of liberty in Italy, 
during the revolution of 1848. 

The following from the Tribune indicates 
another source of difficulty in the Catholic or- 
ganization : 

“Tue Roman Catuoric Dirricutty at Burra- 
Lo.—We have already announced that the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Buffalo had addressed a letter 
to the congregation of the Church of St. Louis, in 
that city, commanding them to surrender the 
church property into his hands and threatening 
them with excommunication if they refused to 
comply. The Buffalo Courier says: 

‘‘I'wo weeks last Sabbath, the church and congre- 
gation were called together and the letter read in 
their hearing, that they might take such action as 
they saw fit upon it. It was unanimously resolved 
that no answer should be made to the letter, but the 
Bishop be left to take such course as he thought 
wise and proper, and thus matters at present remain. 
The members of the church say that they could be 
no worse off than they are now, as, by an interdict, 
they are deprived of the services of a priest whom 
the Bishop furnishes, and they refuse to accept of the 
aid of any but those regularly appointed even could 
hey be obtained.’ ” 











THE NEWS. 

—The latest arrival from Europe announces 
another battle between the Turks and Russians. 
The Russians attacked Kalefat on the 4th of De- 
cember, but were repulsed with great carnage on 
both sides ; 4000 Russians and Turks are report- 
ed to have been killed. Persia furnishes 30,000 
men to Russia, but to counterbalance it, an in- 
surrection has broken out in Crimea in favor of 
the Turks. In Asia the Georgians welcome and 
aid the advancing Turks. It is credibly reported 
that on the 10th of December, the British, 
French and Turkish fleets entered the Black Sea, 
their supposed destnation being Sevastopol.— 
Three vessels of each squadroon were left to 





guard Constantinople. As the Czar has repeat- 


edly declared that the entry into the Black Sea 
would be considered by him equivalent to a decla- 
ration of war, a rupture is expected between 
Russia and the French and English governments, 
The Russian government has ordered that all for- 
eign merchant ships going to Ottoman ports in the 
Black Sea shall be searched, and all carrying 
stores or munitions of war shall be seized, although 
sailing under a neutral flag. Turkey, on the con- 
trary, has extended the term of 45 days ere Rus- 
sian merchantmen shall be declared prizes. On 
the whole, the signs of the times indicate a general 
European war; though the diplomatists are busi- 
ly engaged in trying to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion between the belligerent powers. 

—Santa Anna has formally accepted the su- 
preme rule over the Mexican Government. On 
the 16th ult. a decree was issued by him, assum- 
ing the perpetual power, authority to mame a suc- 
cessor, and the title of Most Serene Highness. 

—Late Mexican papers report that an expedition 
of three vessels, carrying abundant arms and mu- 
nitions of war, has sailed from Mazatlan against 
the invaders of Lower California. His ‘ Most 
Serene Highness’ seems to be not very amiably 
disposed toward those valorous freebooters. 

—The Packet ship Staffordshire, bound from 
Liverpool to Boston, struck a rock south of Cape 
Sable on Friday morring last, and immediately 
sunk, carrying to the bottom 180 persons. 

—Some of the nail-factories in Boonton, N. J., 
employ women in the manufacture of nails. 





Letter-Readings. 


From a quantity of miscellaneous communica- 
tions lately received—letters addressed to the 
Circular, to the Brooklyn Commune, and to in- 
dividual friends—we have selected a variety of 
extracts, arranging them under several ‘heads, as, 
first, on the subject of 

HEALTH. 

“Oneida, Dec. 19, 1853.—My experience in 
respect to health, is very encouraging. I can 
hardly realize that Iam the same person who was 
formerly so much in danger of the consumption. 
Iam conscious of new life and vigor within a 
year, and an overcoming faith in respect to dis- 
ease, which I believe is due alone to the grace 
of God, and union with a power that has actually 
overcome disease and death. It is not a vain 
thing to take Christ as our physician; my own 
case is evidence enough to me of his skill, and of 
the power there is m the community-spirit. I 
think it is hard for disease to live in an atmos- 
phere created by loving hearts. If I feel tempt- 
ed, it is easy to fall back upon faith and the life of 
Christ, as a surer basis for health than any natu- 
ral soundness of constitution. This kind of life 
does not get tired or worn out in the service, like 
the old, but on the contrary, ‘health comes by 
service. I have the care of the washing and 
ironing—which for this family, and in this cold 
weather, makes quite an ‘item’—and enjoy it 
much. H. c.” 


“ Oneida, Dec. 30, 1853.—Two years ago last 
February I was attacked with a violent cold on 
my lungs, occasioning a severe cough. After suf- 
fering several weeks I applied to a physician, but 
medicine did not produce the desired effect. I 
struggled hard to resist it, yet I found my strength 
failing. Iread the pamphiet on ‘Faith Facts’ with 
a great deal of interest, and earnestly prayed that 
if it was the will of God, I might get well. My 
cough grew worse. I got but little rest day or 
night. The fore part of August my medical at- 
tendant told me I had the consumption ; that my 
lungs were nearly consumed ; and it was impossi- 
ble for me to survive the spring, if I did the win- 
ter. This intelligence, although not unexpected, 
so unstrung my nerves that I was not able to help 
myself. Iwas not permitted to remain in this 
state of mind long. A spirit came over me to 
make a desperate effort to clear myself from dis- 
ease, or to find a home for my fatherless children. I 
prayed that God would assist me, more earnestly 
thanever before. I arose from my bed, and told 
my friends and neighbors my intention of coming on 
a visit to the Oneida Community. Some shook 
their heads and sighed; some called me a fool; 
while others entreated me to stay where I was, 
saying they knew it was the best place for me.— 
The thought of my taking such a journey in such 
a feeble state, and perhaps dying among strangers, 
they said they could not endure. I watched 
special providences more closely than ever. I 
asked God to guide and direct me. Suffice it to 
say, that on the morning of the 10th of Septem- 
ber I started from the capital of Michigan for 
Oneida, where I arrived on the evening of the 
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15th, much improved. Coming into this strong 
faith element, I was both afraid and ashamed to 
be heard coughing. This kept it incheck. At 
the same time, I applied myself diligently to Mr. 
Noyes’ writings to see if this was the true church 
of God. I soon found by reading the ‘ Berean,’ 
(which I had not seen before,) and observing the 
spirit of the family, that Christ was here in spirit 
and in truth. On turning to myself, behold my 
cough was gone, and pain in my lungs had ceased. 
I felt like a new creature. Since that time I have 
had no more signs of the consumption. I now 
enjoy as good health as ever in my life. Iam able 
to take my turn in work no matter how laborious. 
This has not been done by medicine, but by faith 
in the resurrection power of Christ, to whom be 
all the glory. i 2" 


The following item from a letter, shows a phase 
of human nature, not very lovely, but occa- 
sionally manifested toward those, who even against 
hope believe in hope that the gospel contains the 
promise of immortality: 

“J wish to thank God for the blessing of 
health; which I appreciate as I never should 
probably, if I had always enjoyed it. I receive it 
as a gift from God; and not at my disposal either. 
As I was in the store the other day, I met Mrs. 
Cc , who recognized me, and after the first salu- 
tation, she said, ‘ You grow old as well as myself,’ 
Yo this I made no reply, but felt a bad spirit 
back of her words. ‘Then.-as if to show that she 
had some reason for speaking so abruptly, she 
said ‘Is your health good? You have lost your 
red cheeks! implying that 1 looked pale and 
sickly, when in fact my health has not been so 
good for years as it is now. Soon after this she 
says to the store-keeper, ‘Dont you grow poor? 
He laughed and said, he never weighed so much 
in his life as he did now. I was quite amused, 
and yet disgusted at her spirit, or I may say at 
unbelief, in which persons want every body to be 
sick because they are always sick, and everybody 
to die because they are intending to die.” 

The kind of remark which this lady indulged 
in, and which is very common, though made with 
innocent feelings, has the poison of a pestilence in 
it. But a day ago we read the following anecdote 
illustrating the effect of telling a person he looks 
sick. 

Some medical students agreed that, one after an- 
other, they should meet a robust neighboring farmer, 
and tell him that he looked bad and sick, to see what 
effect this would have onhim. The first one accosted 
him with, ‘Why, Mr. A—--, I am sorry to see you 
looking not as well as usual; rather pale, black and 
blue under the eyelids,’ &c.—to whom he replied, 
that he was as well as ever, for aught he knew. The 
second, also feigned surprise at his indications of be- 
ing sick ; to whom he replied, that he had been told 
so once before that day, and did not know but he did 
feel a little bad. ‘To the third, he said he felt quite 
sick, and asked what he should do; and, before the 
last accosted him, he had quit his work, and was 
indeed violently sick ; but was soon restored by the 
opposite course. 

Letters of the last week contain many an allu- 
sion to the New Year, accompanied with warm 
expressions of thankfulness and hope. 
attend the year that withdraws, and consecrations 
are made for the year that enters. We insert two 
or three communications under the head of 





Blessings 


NEW YEAR’S. 

“ Oneida, Jan. 1, 1854.—We wish a ‘lappy 
New Year’ to all Circularia. In offering this we 
are reminded that happiness comes enly by obedi- 
ence to God, and that obedience to God requires 
that we ‘seek first the kingdom of heaven and its 
righteousness’ at the loss of all things else. We 
wish therefore for our friends, all the happiness 
which comes from forsaking ‘houses and lands, 
brothers and sisters, wife and children, yea and 
their own life also for the kingdom of heayen’s 
sake.’ It is the same as saying we wish them a 
hundred fold of all they give up, and eternal life. 

J. R. M.” 


“Oneida, Jan. 1, 1854.—In the bosom of this 
home of homes, where I am spending New-Year’s, 
I feel a desire to write a few words to you, wish- 
ing youahappy new year. The numerous greetings 
of this kind here to-day, have been heartfelt, and 
Suggestive of the truth that those who have for- 
saken all for Christ’s sake and the gospel’s, have 
assurance that this new year, and all coming 
years, will be to such, as ‘the path of the just, 
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.’ 
{ would improve this opportunity to renew my 
confession of union in Christ with all the family 
of believers, on earth, in Hades, and in Heayen.— 
With gratitude to God for the gift of unity in his 
Son, and the assurance of eternal life through the 
power of his resurrection. we see in him the yic- 
tory overall evil, and therefore rejoice that we 
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death. These are the ever-present evils that mar 
the happiness of those who have not this hope in 
them, and render the oft-expressed wish of a 
happy new year a mere ceremony. In conclusion 
I repeat the greeting with a variation—I wish you 
in Christ, a happy new year. G. W. R.” 

Among many good wishes received, a friend 
wishes on behalf of the Circular, “a more liberal 
supply of edifying contributions from abroad, and 
an increasing circulation among true hearted seek- 
ers after truth:” which suggests to us another 
heading that we might make, viz: 

PRAYER FOR UTTERANCE, 

Our correspondence lately abounds in the most 
ardent expressions of desire for the spirit of edi- 
fication and ability to write for the paper. If 
attractions are proportioned to destiny, and pray- 
er goes before gifts, the Circular will have a 
grand list of contributors sometime. This is the 
more certain, as the desire of our friends to be- 
come good writers is evidently accompanied with 
faith toward God, and enthusiasm in the pursuit 
of education. As a specimen of the spirit that 
prevails we quote the following : 

“T have been unusually exercised for a week or 
two past, with reference to having an edifying, 
fruitful spirit in writing; and the ‘evil one’ has 
been specially busy in the invention of false pre- 
sentations, tending to unbelief and discourage- 
ment in regard to it. But by the grace of God I 
have been able to repel them, and faith triumphs. 
I am sure of victory in this respect, because I 
know that God desires our fruitfulness. Christ 
said, ‘ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit, and it does not depend on our own 
intellects, knowledge, or skill, but in recognizing 
our union with Christ, and haying faith to appre- 
hend the unlimited ability of his grace in us. By 
virtue of this union we are heirs to “all the trea- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge” that in Him are 
hid. And what greater guarantee can we ask, 
than the promise—* My grace is sufficient. for 
thee.” I feel aspirit in me that will not be cast 
down by unsuccessful efforts, but in faith will 
hope on and hope ever, thankful if I succeed only 
once in a while. ae 

We might make a great many quotations cor- 
responding to the following heading : 

APPRECIATION OF THE CIRCULAR. 
But we trust these te the imagination of the 
sympathetic reader. 
CRITICISM OF THE CHURCHES, 

One of our correspondents seems to find his 
neighborhood quite uncongenial, being composed 
of professors of religion, who are sanctimonious on 
the Sabbath, but otherwise are coyetous and iso- 
lated, fearful of being cheated, even by each other. 
* A farmer’s wife,” says this critic, “next door to 
us, last summer had the charge of several broods 
of thrifty chickens, and it was very musical to 
hear her wide awake, sonorous tone, six days in 
the week, with pudding in hand, ‘calling, chicky, 
chicky, chicky’—but the funeral, low long-faced 
noise on each succeeding Sunday of ‘chick-ee, 
chick-ee, chick-ee,’ was extremely ludicrous; as 
though God was better pleased with solemn draw- 
ling, than with cheerful, natural speech.” 


Another correspondent, criticising also a legal 
religion, pertinently remarks: 

“ Christians are expecting finally to be received 
into a Community state where they are to have 
all things common, and be one in heart, life, spir- 
it, and enjoyment. If the heavenly or spiritual 
state is a community state, then as far as we have 
a heavenly or spiritual mind, we haye a commun- 
ity mind.” 

TO CONCLUDE. 

We insert the following, for its sweet savor. 

* Putney, Jan. 1. 1854.—While looking over my 
past life, 1 have been lead to reflect on the ingrati- 
tude of my heart, for the blessings I have enjoyed 
for many years. I feel that I have come short 
of honoring God in many ways, but I am thank- 
ful to day that he has permitted me to live up to 
seventy years, and has for the past year given me 
victory over many bad habits, and I now freely 
comess..Christ in me as an almighty Savior from 
sin, disease, and death, and by faith I will trust 
him tv guide me into all truth. When God gives 
a promise he gives faith also to lay hold of it. 

R. Ht.’ 


The Second Coming of Christ, ‘ immediately af= 
ter’ the Destruction of Jerusalem. 





It must be evident to every one that a stupen- 
dous hoax has been played-off samewhere, in ref- 
erence tu the Second Coming of Christ; and the 
important question is, WHERE? 

It is plain as words can make it, on the one 





4re conquerors over sin, disease, old age, and 





hand, that Christ himself repeatedly prophesied 


of his coming the second time within a single gen- 
eration—that the Primitive church, or church of 
the apostolic age, confidently expected that the 
Second Coming would take place within their own 
life-time—and that the New Testament contains 
more than Firty statements to this effect. On 
the other hand, it is equally manifest, that what 
has been called the Christian church since the 
apostolic age has not believed that Christ did 
come as the first church anticipated. 

Thus, the first generation. of the church of 
Christ is pitted against the church of all subse- 
quent generations concerning a matter of fact. 
One party, in looking forward, affirmed that it 
would take place within a certain time; and the 
other party, in looking back, denies that it did 
take place. 

Now which party has been deceived? Either 
the Primitive Christians were egregiously duped, 
or modern Christendom has been.—Which ? 

The probabilities obviously are in favor of the 
first church ; inasmuch as it was fayored with the 
brightest light of inspiration and the most miracu- 
lous manifestations of heavenly power and wis- 
dom. Nothing in the subsequent history of the 
Christian church in this world can be compared 
with the brightness that then shone upon it. 
Hence, if either party was cheated, the presump- 
tion is in favor of that original, inspired church, 
and agamst the carnal semblance which has since 
claimed the name of Christian. 

Still further: if present Christendom has not 
been duped, but, on the contrary, can fasten the 
imputation of being deceived on the Primitive 
church, in so doing it subverts its own founda- 
tion. For, admitting that first church to have 
been thus wofully mistaken about so great a mat- 
ter of fact, what credence can we give to the 
record of their testimony and experience in rela- 
tion to other matters? The present church even 
in gaining its cause, losesit. Itis clear that either 
the foundation or the superstructure is unsound, 
and if the foundation is unsound, the superstruc- 
ture is of course worthless, 





Salvation from Sin the Gift of the Gospel. 

In relation to Salvation from sin, precisely the 
same kind of argument may be used as in rela- 
tion to the Second Coming. Christ’s mission to 
the world is distinctly announced on the first page 
of the New-Testament, thus—“ He shall save his 
people from their sins.’ The church of that age 
as distinctly confessed that he did save them from 
theirsins. But the church since haye denied it, and 
say there is no salyation till after death. There 
is therefore a great deception somewhere. But 
if the present, churches contradict the testimony 
of that first church, it is manifest they undermine 
their own foundations, and consequently can have 
no confidence in themselves. 

If the gospel was any improvement on the dis- 
pensation going before it, it is clear that salvation 
from sin was the radical improvement effected.— 
It was because of the incompleteness of the first 
Covenant in this respect, that God determined to 
enter into a new Covenant with his people, and 
Jesus Christ was the “ Mediator of this New Cov- 
enant,” the special provision of which was that 
his people should stop sinning. He was the “ Horn 
of Salvation” that had been prophesied of by all 
the holy prophets since the world began. “ What 
the Law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh, that the righteousness of God MicurT BE 
FULFILLED IN Us who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the spirit.” 

If this was not the result of Christ’s mission, 
then we are left to infer that his mission was a 
failure, and his gospel a lie; that the ‘new and 
living way’ which Christ opened,’ was, after all, 
nothing more than the good old way that Moses 
and David walked in; and that the great flourish 
of trumpets in the Primitive Church, and indeed 
all the way back to the beginning, about what 
Christ was to accomplish, amounted to just 
nothing at all. 

socal lila nc 

Communism the Social Order of Heaven. 

We.shall not find any one to oppose this propo- 
sition, so far as it means that there is no such 
thing as private property in heaven. But then 
people generally think that there is nothing there 
to have; it isa place where nobody has anything 
that they want to keep. Those. things which 
tempt men’s selfishness now, as houses and lands, 
wives, children, &c., are all left behind; and they 


and harps and palm-branches, just as they find 
psalm-books in their seats at church. 








They expect to be nothing themselves but 


are supplied‘in heaven, every one alike, with robes. 














ghosts. They will be chaste because they cannot 
be otherwise—temperate because heaven offers 
them no luxuries—free from covetousness because 
there is no money there, or anything that one 
would wish. to appropriate. In this state they 
will be destitute of any morality! Is not this 
a true picture of the common idea of heaven ? 

It isa heaven that men do not care to have 
come here: but Christ’s prayer that the will of 
God may be done on earth as in heaven, implies 
that the real social order of heaven, is one that is 
adapted to human nature in the body ; and if pri- 
vate property is excluded, it is Communism, #s we 
understand the word. 


Analects. 


---- Faithfulness to the truth is as 
beautiful a thing as faithfulness to love. 





---- The true heroes of the past are as 
beacon lights, shining across the Iapse of ages, 
shedding light and hope on our path. 


.--- Union with Christ is the essence 
of holiness—the source of attraction—the soul of 
charity—the foundation of all true spirituality. 


.--- Happ gess is the natural element 
of man. To be. full of happiness is to be full of 
liberty, genius, .spiration, and every thing that 
makes one fruitfu:rand edifying. 


---- The trve.gentleman and the true 
lady are they who are most ready to serve—who 
take the most humble place, and are most arduous 
in their labors of love. 


---- In all we do we must give atten- 
tion to these three things in their proper order : 
first, spiritual benefit; secondly, usefulness ; and, 
thirdly, present pleasure and appearance. 


----Between us.and good things, there 
ought to be a genial, loving feeling, which is always 
delighted with their presence, and’ contemplates 
intercourse with them with satisfaction. 


---- Take no counsel from fear, shame, 
or reaction. These are blind guides, and would 
lead us into the darkest pit. Faith, love, and he- 
roic action are our true guides, and will lead us.to 
realms of bliss. 


----The principle of perpetual.growth, 
which is immortality, is in God alone ; and all life 
that is not affiliated to his life—that does not 
cease to be life by itself, and become receptive— 
has not immortality in it; but in its course of 
growth is limited. 


---- The truth-telling, sincere spirit 
that begins by censuring us will finally praise us 
continually. It sees us just as we are; and it 
must therefore detect faults so long as we have any: 
but as our faults gradually disappear, it will praise 
us more and more, and end in.everlasting praise. 


---- We should raise our imaginations 
up to the level of—not our own ambition—but 
the ambition of God for us. Paul tells us what 
that is, in these words: ‘For we are his-workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained tliat we should 
walk in them.’ Every believer may assume that 
his destiny is to walk in a glorious career of zood 
works. 


----The secret of happiness lies in 
Farru, which is ‘ the evidence of things not seen.’ 
Toaman of faith, the unknown is filled with 
God, angels and glorified beings—a great unfath- 
omable, depth of beauty, poetry, wisdom and pow- 
er: and he may go on his way continually rejoic- 
ing. Buttoa man without faith, the unknown 
is filled with spectres, ghosts in white sheets, 
&e.—a great abyss of darkness,. uncertainty and 
death. 


----Prompt obedience pleases Christ. 
Persons are oftentimes ready to obey, but they 
must take their time for it, and interpose a cer- 
tain amount of deliberation and argument be- 
tween the command and execution. This tardy 
spirit robs obedience of its chief charm. We 
should obey Christ without putting him to the 
trouble to speak twice tous. When the mind is 
clsar, first thoughts are best. 


.--- If we want the consciousness of 
pure life, which is in good and free communication. 
with itself, a sense of innocence and self-justifica- 
tion, and a right kind of. self-complacency, we 
must seek unto the Fountain. If we seek unto the 
valley waters below us, or in the lateral streams 
around us, or any where else than unto the Rock 
from whence the spring flows, we shall inevitably 
get turbid waters. Let us go to God, and go to 
him continually—learn to remain there, and to 
mingle with that life, until the stream of our 
life becomes ‘clear as crystal,” and pure as that 
which proceeds ‘from the threne of God and the 
Lamb.’ 





f= In 1855 there arrived at this port from 
foreign ports 4,107 vessels, of which there were 
one frigate and one sloop of war, 213 steamships. 
966 ships, 886 barks, 1.419 brigs, 613 schooners, 
seveir galliots and one sloop. There were 2,591 
American, 945 British, 47 French,and 194 German 
arrivals. he arrivals in 1852 were 3,822; in 
1851, 3,888; in 1850, 3.487. The increase of 1853 
over 1852 was 275 ; a decrease of 10,910 passengers, 
and an increase of 3,359 passengers from California. 
—Tribune. 
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The Origin of Evil.--No. 5. 

3. These views reveal the grounds of 
ELECTION and REPROBATION, ‘ Whom he 
did foreknow he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of his Son,’ 
Rom. 8: 29. What did God foreknow 
about those whom he thus predestinated ? 
Our previous doctrine points to the an- 
swer. He foreknew them as the seed of 
the Son of man, ‘having ears to hear’ his 
word ; and for this reason he wrote their 
names in the book of life, from the foun- 
dation of the world. The man that sowed 
good seed in his field, when the tares 
Jirst appeared, said to his servants—‘ Let 
both grow together until the harvest, and 
in the time of the harvest, I will say 
to the reapers, Gather ye together first 
the tares and bind them in bundles to burn; 
but gather the wheat into.any barn, Matt. 
13: 30. Here is election and reprobation 
founded on foreknowledge. .If the read- 
er will bear in mind that the unchange- 
able depravity of those who are not elected 
to salvation is to be traced to uncreated 
evil, for which God is in no way respon- 
sible, he will find no difficulty in justify- 
ing their reprobation. God did indeed 
permit the devil to sow them as tares 
in his creation, and he foreknew that they 
would be sown. So far therefore as per- 
mission and foreknowledge justify: the ex- 
pression, it may be said, that he foredr- 
dained or decreed their existence and wick- 
edness, as well as their destruction. In 
this permissive sense, it is true that he 
‘makes of the same lump, one vessel unto 
honor and another unto dishonor. But 
in this there is nothing arbitrary or un- 
just, because as we have shown, his decrees 
of this kind are predicated on the neces- 
sity created by the existence of uncreated 
evil. Whatever odium attaches to the 
fact of the reprobation of the wicked, must 
at last be laid upon the head of the Devil, 
whose eternal wickedness is the foundation 
of all the evils which disfigyire the crea- 
tion of God. 

4. The most interesting. cesult of the 
theory we advocate, is the glory which it 
casts upon the BENEVOLENCE OF Gop.— 
Selfishness may murmur and brood over 
its bearings on the character and destiny 
of the creature; but loyal, loving hearts, 
will turn gladly to the brighter side—its 
vindication of the character of the Creator, 

The foundation of Universalism is a pre- 
sumption arising from the acknowledged 
perfection of God’s benevolence. The ad- 
vocates of that belief argue thus: ‘God is 
perfectly good. Buta perfectly good be- 
ing would not create a wniverse which 
should. involve in the ultimate working 
of its elements, incurable, eternal evil. It 
is therefore irrational to suppose that the 
universe which God has created involves 
the endless misery of the wicked.’ Or the 
argument may be stated thus; ‘God is 
able to save all mankind. Since, then, he 
is perfectly good, it is to be presumed 
that he wi// save all mankind.’ We call 
this presumption the foundation of Uni- 
versalism, because we believe that with- 
out its support, all the other arguments 
of that system would be too weak to up- 
hold it in the public mind. The attempt 
to prove, simply by citation and exegesis 
of scripture, that all men will be saved, is 
sad, up-hill work. 1 requires no little au- 
dacity—and that not merely against pop- 
ular belief, but against blazing evidence 
—‘to undertake to show that ‘everlasting 
punishment,’ in the Bible, means limited 





punishment, or no punishment at all ; and 
when Universalists find themselves com- 
pelled by the exigency of their system, to 
march up in the face of the heaviest bat- 
teries of the Bible, and attempt to annihi- 
late the Devil, their exegetical boldness 
becomes amusing if not sublime. We 
cannot believe that sober men would ev- 
er try to extort Universalism from the Bi- 
ble, if they were not braced up to the 
work by the antecedent presumption 
against endless suffering, from the benev- 
olence of God. 

But this presumption is valid only on 
the supposition (which indeed the oppo- 
nents of Universalism generally allow, 
though we do not) that evil originated 
in God’s creation, by his decree, or with 
his consent; and that it isin its nature 
finite and curable. Whereas, the true 
Bible-doctrine on the subject of the origin 
and nature of primary evil allows no 
such supposition. Evil existed ‘from the 
beginning.’ God was in no way concern- 
ed in its origin, either by decree or by 
permission, or by choosing as best on the 
whole, a system which involved its birth. 
The fact that incurable evil exists, instead 
of being a ground for impeaching the 
benevolence of God, is an ultimate, ante- 
mundane, independent fact, for which 
God is no more responsible than he is for 
his own existence. However dreadful 
eternal, sin and suffering may be, there is 
no more occasion to murmur against God 
on account of it, than a man would have 
to murmur against his neighbor on account 
of a flood or an earthquake. We believe 
that God’s goodness is perfect—altogether 
as unlimited and impartial as Universal- 
ists insist; and we agree with them that 
it is to be presumed such a being would 
not have created a system which should 
involve the birth of incurable evil: yet we 
believe that evil exists which is incurable 
because it had no beginning; that it has 
invaded God’s creation, and will destroy 
forever a portion of the human race; and 
there is manifestly no inconsistency be- 
tween these two forms of belief. The 
presumption then, in favor of Universal- 
ism from the benevolence of God, is de- 
stroyed. 

But we go further, and assert that the 
presumption from the benevolence of God 
is as truly adverse to the system which 
Universalists suppose to exist, as to those 
systems which they condemn. The same 
benevolence which would forbid the intro- 
duction or allowance of eternal evil, would 
likewise forbid the introduction or allow- 
ance of any evil. But Universalists can- 
not deny that tremendous evil does exist, 
even though it be finite. They see that 
there is a ‘hell upon earth,’ though they 
may deny that there is one any where 
else. They clear God’s character of the 
great cloud of endless misery, but they 
leave upon it the little cloud of misery 
in this world. We turn their own argu- 
ment against them thus: ‘A_ perfectly 
good being would not create a universe, 
which would involve in its working the 
horrible evils which we see in this world,’ 
This presumption is the same in kind 
with that on which their doctrine rests, 
differing from it only in the magnitude 
of the evil to which it relates; and it 
shuts them up to the conclusion that 
God is not perfectly good, since they, in 
common with the Orthodox, hold that 
God did actually create the universe, in- 
cluding all the elements which have pro- 


faith? 


duced existing evil. We may say then, 
‘If the God of the Orthodox, in allowing 
endless misery, is,as Universalists insist, 
far from the standard of perfect benevo- 
lence,—so the God of Universalists, in 
allowing the miseries of this world, is 
only somewhat nearer that standard, but 
not perfectly good.’ The benevolence of 
God is seen to be complete, only when it 
is proved that he isnot the author, eitherdi- 
rectly or indirectly, of either infinite or fi- 
nite evil; and thisis proved only by show- 
ing that evil existed from eternity. Be- 
lieving this as we do, though we see enor- 
mous finite evil, and believe that evil will 
exist forever, we can truly say that owr 
God is perfectly good: his benevolence 
is without a cloud. We have no doubt 
that his good will is large enough to save 
not only all men, but all devils and Satan 
himself, if the nature of uncreated evil 


did not make it impossible. 
(To be continued.) 
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The Sympathetic Mind, 

We may come into a state, where 
instead of feeling after the truth by 
laborious reasonings, we shall find our- 
selves freely seeing things by a kind of 
intuition. This is a state of mind 
which it is very desirable for all to come 
into. This is the state that Christ 
refers to when he says, ‘I speak to the 
world those things which I have heard of 
him. I do nothing of myself; but as my 
Father hath taught me I speak these 
things. And he that sent me is with me.’ 
Here is described a state of clairvoyance 
and unity between the mind of Christ 
and that of the Father, which precluded 
the idea of any labored effort on Christ’s 
part to get at the mind of the Father 
and so be able to express his thoughts. 
A thought in the mind of the Father 
was instantly daguerreotyped in the mind 
of Christ, and he was able to transmit it 
immediately to those around him, It is 
very desirable that that kind of unity 
should be established between our minds 
and Christ’s and between the minds of 
all among us; so that when one mind 
receives a charge of the heavenly electrici- 
ty, he will be able to transmit it to those 
around him with undiminished power. 





CORRESPONDENCE. _ 
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FROM WISCONSIN, 
Dartford, Dec 25, 1853. 

—We are happy again, with so little 
delay, to receive the Circular, bearing its 
message of peace and good will of God 
toward man, and further reconciliation 
of man towards his brother, the fulfilling 
of the royal law which God has given to 
man, and which we are enabled to obey 
through faith in an indwelling risen 
Christ. Such reflections lead us to call 
upon our hearts, and all that is within 
us, saying, Praise ye the Lord, for his 
mercy endureth forever, let the earth, and 
all that is in it, the seas, and all that is 
in them, praise the Lord, for his unspeak- 
able gift. 

One of your correspondents thinks 
there must be centuries of preparation 
yet, before man can enter upon Commu- 
nism. JI would ask him what is most 
necessary to prepare men for that state? 
What was lacking in the children of Is- 
rael when they came to the borders of 
the promised land, that they did not go 
up and possess the land at once? Was it 
because their journey had not been long 
and trying enough? or was it a lack of 
The Lord was willing to go up 
before them—the land flowed with milk 
and honey but the trouble was that ene- 
mies great and strong had possessed the 
land, They must be subdued or destroy- 
ed and some cried, A lion in the way; 
others brought up an evil report of the 
land; but the greatest and only real trou- 
ble in the case, was the failure to believe 





the Lord and go forward. 





Now has not the journey of man since 
the resurrection of the Primitive church 
been long and trying enough, so far as 
that goes, to prepare them for commu- 
nity life? We trust it has, and we be- 
lieve the great trouble will be found to 
be a lack of faith ina Community Sa- 
vior. True the land of Communism has 
its enemies who inhabit it—its evil re- 
porters who defame it, and cry A lion in 
the way. But how shall its enemies be 
destroyed, and thus the land be opened 
for the children of the Lord to posess it ? 
How shall it be proved true that it isa 
land flowing with milk and honey, and 
not a land as evil reports have said, that 
eateth up its inhabitants ? We answer, 
Believe the Lord Jesus Christ when he 
says, all mine are thine and all thine 
are mine, in connection with his prayer 
that they all may be one as he and the Fa- 
ther are one—go forward and possess the 
land, and he shall drive out our enemies 
by little and little as we are able to pos- 
sess it, 





Yours &c., Cuartes Derarorr, 


FROM NEW YORK, 
Constantia, Dec. 25, 1853. 


—I am poor in the goods of this world, 
but rich in the faith of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Iam thankful to God that I 
have found the truth according to the 
scripture. I have read different commen- 
taries on the Bible, but none agree with 
the truth of it as the writings I have read 
of your school. Communism is what we 
want here on the earth. My prayer is, 
that the will of God may be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, 

I believe that Christ has come the sec- 
ond time, and the first resurrection has 
taken place according to the scripture.— 
He said that he would come in the life- 
time of some who were standing present 
when he spoke. I consider that we are 
not under law, for Christ said that he 
was the end of the law, for righteousness 
to them that believe. If we are risen 
with Christ we are new creatures; old 
things have passed away and all things be- 
come new, My heart says, Glory to God 
for the truth I have found as it is in the 
scripture, S. W. Bascock. 

FROM VERMONT. 
Cambridge, Jan. 1, 1854. 

We take this way of confessing Christ 
in us a Savior from all sin, and express- 
ing our thanks to God, for the light and 
truth revealed to us through the writings 

5 
of Mr Noyes. We believe we have found 
that fountain of living water, where we 
can quench our thirst from springs that 
never dry. We yield ourselves to Christ 
soul, body, and spirit, to work in us per- 
fect obedience to his will. The desire 
and prayer of our hearts is, that Christ 
may be acknowledged and confessed by 
the world in all his goodness and great- 
ness and elected sovereign ruler of the 
Nations, 

Pray for us that we may esteem the 
reproaches of Christ greater riches than 
all the treasures of Egypt, and that we 
may be led into all truth and holiness, 

Yours in Christ, Orri L, Arkey, 
Laura E, Aken. 


Co Correspondents. 


T. H., Quebec.—The two dollars have been received, 
of “ Bible Communism” was mailed to you yesterday. 


A copy 


S. B.—Your letter of Nov. 6th, requesting The Circular to be 
sent to B. C.. Grand de Tour, was duly received, and his name 
entered on the mail book, From that time the Paper has been 
sent to him regularly—so say the wrapper writers, positively— 
in the same package with the other subscribers at that place; 
and if he has not received it, we know of no better way than for 
him to inquire into the matter at the Grand de Tour post offices 
In case he does not get the missing papers, we will send him the 
back Nos. of the present volume, if he wishes it. 


J. G.—Your desire for the establishment of a community 
school in your state, will, we doubt not, be gratified in process 
of time. The pecuniary aid which you offer would be desirable 
in starting such an enterprise, but the essential requisite—the 
indispensable materials, for the establishment of a successful 
community school, are men and women who have faith in Christ 
as a practical, social saviour, and who are thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the principles of Bible Communism. The Circular is 
rendering important service in educating believers for the im- 
portant work, and whatever aid is given for its support by con- 
tributions, either literary or pecuniary, is directly aiding in 
multiplying Community schools. 
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